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to begin with

The most comforting illusion of parenthood is the unquestion-
ing belief that 7bzs child will be the wittiest, the wisest, the most
wondrous of all. We could envision no less of OHIOANA who
makes her curtsy to you now.

She will tell you of her and her
child’s affectionate enthusiasm and frankness. You will expect her
to be provincial. Dismiss the thought. Her kith and kin have
roamed the frontiers of the world and the mind. Her relatives, at

“home” with a

“family”

home and ex-patriate, whom she will present to you, are cosmopoli-
tans of culture and learning, in entertaining variety.

Being practical, OHIOANA will, with arch innocence, attract
your attention to her family’s current literary efforts, hopefully ex-
pecting you to buy and read them. She understands the twin
hungers of mind and body which invade her authors.

Acquaintance ripening into friendship, you may discover the
spirit of OHIOANA and share her enthusiasm for her “home and

family.” We sincerely hope so.

EUGENE D. RIGNEY, Chatrman
Board of Editors

It should add to our readers’ enjoyment to know that all the signed
articles have been contributed by the writers without compensation.

The layout and art work have also been contributed. William Marshall
of the Ohio State Museum suggested the format as his donation and Colum-
bus Art, Inc., created the layout and furnished all the art work at no charge.

The monetary value of these contributions is far more than we could
ever pay. We are correspondingly grateful for them and for the love of
Ohio which inspired them.

The contributors are not responsible for the proof reading, which has
been done by the staff.
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Kiplinger

rambles

Great Changes Took Place During His
Looked to Him

WILLARD KIPLINGER, of the famous
Kiplinger Washington Letters, is a native of
Bellefontaine, Logan County. His latest book,
BOOM AND INFLATION AHEAD (Simon
and Schuster, §1.95, paper bound), appeared
in January with an advance sale of 100,000
copies. 1t is reviewed in this issue.

I. SALUTE

T'S fine for Ohio to have a new pub-

lication devoted to the writers and
authors of the state, and for Ohio libraries
to pay special attention to the literary
products of the native sons and daugh-
ters. Of course, Ohio writers and au-
thors are better than those of other states,
because Ohio is better than other states.
This is never doubted by those of us who
were born and grew up there, and the
proof of it is that we were born and
grew up there. We love Ohio at close
range and afar, and when someone
points a finger at us as natives, we nearly
bust with pride. We are recognized by
Ohio. We have arrived. There’s no-
where to go any higher.

Now, there’s a difference between writ-
ers and authors, and it is this: Writers

\ about Ohio and ,_‘
the past ‘ it

’round

Youth in Ohio—Here is How They

write for today, and can be read by mil-
lions for a nickel or dime or quarter, and
the product then be sold as wastepaper,
which brings a high price. Authors are
people whose stuff is bound between
board covers, and sold for reading by
relatively few, and then preserved and
stood upright on shelves, to gather dust,
unbroken and unsoiled by human hands,
but catalogued by librarians. It's the
board covers that make the difference.

Weriters and authors have special vir-
tues. One is that they keep other occupa-
tions from being overcrowded. For ex-
ample, I was brought up to be a car-
riage maker, like my father and grand-
father, and the world lost a good one
when I turned to writing. There are
compensations in these matters, however,
for the world today might not know
what to do with an unemployed car-
riage maker.

Another thing about writers and au-
thors is that plaques sometimes get put
on the houses where they were born.
When some literary ladies went looking
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for the house where I was born in Belle-
fontaine, they found it had belonged to
my carriage-maker grandfather who had
been done out of business by the horse-
less carriage, and they also found that
it had been torn down to make room for
a parking lot. This shows Ohio’s pro-
gress.

One of the most important points
about people who write is that they have
roots. You might not suspect it when you
see them so busy making a show of
their flowers, leaves and other verdure,
but they really do have roots. As for
Ohio writers, they have roots in Ohibo,
which seems fairly obvious. A point not
always obvious, however, is that soil
conditions determine the verdure, al-
though the soil isn’t always given credit.
I know well that the Ohio soil out of
which I grew does influence my thinking,
my actions and my writing today. Not
only have I not outgrown Ohio, but I
try not to outgrow it, I even cling to it.
This is not sentimentalism. It is a sound
way of keeping close to people and hu-
man attitudes, without which no writing
is of much good.

The soil is made of the locality and
the times, and the times are a part of
history. You can bite off any portion of
your life, and you will find the times im-
portant and significant. T'll try biting off
my childhood, and see whether those
times mean anything to you. Bear in
mind that as a reporter I tell you only
what I knew, saw and thought, and bar
out anything I have learned by reading.

II. REMINISCENCES

The world started in Bellefontaine,
Logan County, Western Ohio, in 1891.
There were some goings-on before then,

ohioana: of ohio and ohioans

but they were either hearsay, which came
from older people, or history, which you
could read in books. As for the Biblical
story of the beginning of things, it, was
for Sunday belief.

The arc light originated in Bellefon-
taine. It was the light at the street
corner, made by electricity and two car-
bon fingers. These catbons were re-
moved every little while and thrown in
the gutter, and neighbor boys used them
for writing.

The Spanish-American war occurred at
Bellefontaine. The volunteers, the boys
in blue, got together at the depot one
morning, and went away in coaches on
the railroad train, sticking their heads
out of windows, yelling and waving their
caps. My uncle Huber was on the train
and I didn’t understand what made my
mother cry. :

The Spanish-American war brought us
boys the glass mustard bottles, shaped
liked the battleship Maine, and all the
boys ate mustard like mad, so as to get
more glass ships, so as to have bigger
navies than anyone else.

The war also brought us interesting
papers from New York, with interesting
stories about how pigs ate babies that
fell into their pens, and other interest-
ing stuff that was better than the local
news in the Bellefontaine Examiner.
(I carried the paper, but didn’t read it.)

Most respectable people were Method-
ists or Baptists or Lutherans, but there
were some people on the other side of
the railroad tracks who got up early on
Sundays and went to 6:30 service, called
Mass. We thought it an odd custom.

Most people, being respectable, were
Republicans and for McKinley as against
Bryan, who was some sort of an irrespon-
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sible person, on account of something
about silver.

The Bible was the Word of God, and
every phrase in it dripped with mean-
ing, if you could only find it. You
could open the Bible at any page, and
start reading, and you could find con-
solation. Even the begats, if you knew
how to see through them.

Sin consisted of theater going, card
playing, dancing, and envying thy neigh-
bor his ox or his ass. As for smoking
and drinking, it was taken for granted
that they were beyond the pale. Father
chewed plug tobacco at his bench in the
carriage factory, but it was a family
secret. Mother and Grandmother were
stalwarts in the W. C. T. U. Peruna was
barred, for it had a whiskey base.

As a boy I thought I was well-read,
for I had read Longfellow, the George A.
Henty books, BLACK BEAUTY,
BEAUTIFUL JOE, TREASURE IS-
LAND and UNCLE TOM'S CABIN.
Tried a thick book called THE COL-
LECTED WORKS OF WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE, but found it confused
and meaningless. If you wanted to
know things you looked them up in
Chamber’s Encyclopaedia, but the family
set ended with the L-M volume, and
there were lots of subjects that started
with R. The public library didn’t come
along until later, when Andy Carnegie
made quite a whoopee about it. Long-
fellow as a boy wrote poems and hid
them about the house, where they were
discovered by his family, so they knew he
was going to be a grown-up poet. I,
too, wrote poems and hid them around
the house, but they were not discovered,
and I felt it was a pity.

My childhood knowledge of places in
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the wide world beyond Bellefontaine
was extensive. Columbus was the place
where the trains came into the depot
downstairs.  Cincinnati was the place
where street cars ran downhill on cables.
Cleveland was the place where you went
to take a boat for Niagara Falls. Puttin’
Bay (pronounced that way) was the
place where well-to-do people went on
summer vacations. Lima was where they
had oil wells, that coal oil came from,
and the cheaper gasoline that was mainly
a cleaning fluid. Toledo was where the
T. & O. C. R. R. went. Wapakoneta
was the place you changed cars from the
traction. Springfield was the largest city
in the world. Zanesfield was where Dr.
Sloan got his start at making liniment
for man and beast. And Bellefontaine
was the center of the world, and geog-
raphy books said the hlghest point in
Ohio was near there.

The proper pay in those days was. $3
a day. I know this because my father
made it.

The family moved to Miamisburg,
Ohio, where father got another job.
There was the Indian Mound, and In-
dian arrowheads in the corn fields after
a rain, and trilobites in the blue clay near
the Mound. The family lived in a log
house on the old Indian trail on the Ike
Zehring tobacco farm. (Well along in
the next century, this farm became the
site of the Monsanto Chemical Plant, all
underground, making mystery stuff such
as atoms.)

The turn of the century occurred at
Dayton, where the family moved for a
job at the Woodhull Carriage Works.
The turn of the century may have oc-
curred elsewhere at the same time, but I
am not personally aware of it, and should
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not generalize. The first day of the new
century did not seem much different from
the old, and this gave me my first dose
of suspicion that newspapers sometimes
make too much of some things.

My Christian conversion occurred at
Dayton. The U.B. Church, the Rev.
Mr. Camp, conducted revival services for
children, and we went all week, and on
the last day we all moved up front and
knelt down and decided for God and
were saved of oursins. Next day I was
quiet and moody, and my parents asked
what was the matter. They didn’t seem
to see any change, and I didn’t either.
After a couple of weeks I relaxed and
went back again to saying “darn.”

The big thing in Dayton was the
N. C.R., National Cash Register Com-
pany. Visiting relatives were taken to
it for the tour. It was the cheapest form
of entertainment.

At Dayton occurred the shooting of
McKinley by Czolgoz, or at least the
extras came out there telling about it,
and we learned how to spell “assassina-
tion.”

In those days the boys had bicycles,
and. there was a bicycle store run by the
Wright Brothers. We heard vaguely
that the Wright Brothers were experi-
menting with some sort of a flying ma-
chine that would go up in the air, but
it never meant anything to us except that
the Wrights were a little crazy.

The horseless carriage occurred at
Dayton. A neighborhood doctor got one,
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and took us boys for a ride. It had a
tiller, and ran pretty fast, about as fast
as a horse, and some of the boys said
it was an Olds, which seemed an edd
name for such a new thing.

The most magnificent dump in the
world was at Dayton. From it came
wheels, bearings for bicycles, axles, scrap
iron, tin, and all sorts of wood to make
things with. It was only six blocks
away from Louis and Garst Streets,
where we lived. Years later a hospital
came along and ruined the dump by
building on it, what with grass and flow-
ers, but no dump.

The boys had neighborhood “‘armies,”
too. I was captain of one, which was
called the ‘“Americans,” and the others
were the “Spaniards.” We fought in
back alleys with wooden swords and also
fists, but one day the Principal of the
Thirteenth District School, Mr. Davidson,
called us in and said we would have to
quit it, so we did. Years later we heard
about juvenile delinquency and gang
warfare, and thought back and wondered.

Then the family moved to Columbus,
which was a big step up in the world.
You could go to the State University and
still live at home. It wouldn’t cost much
more than living anywhere else. Going
to college was Something. Precisely
what wasn’t clear, but it lifted you above
the herd. It improved your family stand-
ing. It was some sort of magic.

To pay the way through college there
was that blessed Wearever aluminum

ohioana: of ohio and ohioans

cooking ware, which I peddled in sum-
mer vacations from door to door in
Columbus, Worthington, Westerville,
Grove City, Plain City, London, Mt.
Sterling (John Bricker’s folks there, and
Johnny was a crack catcher), Chillicothe,
Waverly (quiet village then), Dayton,
Hamilton, Middletown (horse cars there),
Marion, (Mrs. Harding there), Card-
ington, Millersburg (Mother Cole there),
Fredericksburg, Holmesville, Kilbuck and
Apple Creek. Cooking ware paid better
than writing.

Always I had wanted to be a news-
paper reporter. I don’t know why. It
wasn’t any zeal for news or the events
of the day. Perhaps it was because I
liked to write, using long words that
sounded good, often not making much
sense. Perhaps it was that I thought I
could see my name in print. Perhaps it
was because I thought writing was writ-
ing, and might lead to authorship of
short stories like O. Henry's, or great
novels, or poems that would go ringing
down through the ages. Anyway, I
found Heck Harrington at the Univer-
sity. He taught journalism, and I clung
to him like a burr.

In those days it was commonly said
that newspapermen were born, not made.
The idea of a college-trained journalist
was preposterous and presumptuous. Yet
the State University wheels ground for
four years and popped out two boys who
were supposed to be college-trained jour-
nalists. One was Jake Meckstroth and
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one was me. It cost us both at least six
months to establish the confidence of our
fellow reporters who were born news-
papermen, not synthetic like us. Then our
colleagues found that we weren’t notably
better than they were, and didn’t so claim,
and thereafter we worked and lived in
peace and amity.

There were those exciting years as a
reporter on the old Okio State Journal
under Col. Wilson, Bob Ryder and
Harry Brandon. Then the step up to
the Ohio Bureau of the Associated Press,
in the days of Jim Cox. Then to Wash-
ington for the Associated Press. I was
getting along in years, nearing 27, and
what happened after that is not a part
of this Ohio story.

III. REFLECTIONS

Sometimes people ask me how a
“career” in writing is put together, how
it happened, whether it was planned that
way. I haven’t the faintest idea of what
to say. It's just a series of incidents and
accidents that pushes a life this way or
that way, without any indication of ulti-
mate outcome. Or, at least, that’s the
way it seems to me. There may be some
general steering, generally in some un-
certain direction, but this seems to be
secondary to the sharp bounces that come
along, that bounce a life or a career and
send it caroming. You look back and
say this or that was the turning point,
but each turning point was a result of
some other turning point, and if you



try to figure it all out you go nuts, or
else you develop into a pompous fellow,
puffing yourself up and rationalizing
toward the rear. If you had life to live
over  again, -you wouldn’t have made
those same mistakes, but you'd have
made other mistakes and been a fool in
even more gorgeous ways.

As a person gets older he doesn’t get
dumber, but he gets a fuller understand-
ing of how dumb he was—Ilast year, last
month and last week. It's a shocking
thought, for it makes a person wonder
about how he ranks today.

There’s one point on which there is
never any doubt, however. It is that all
of us are in debt to those who went
before us—by either decades, or gen-
erations or centuries. Apply this spe-
cifically to Ohio. We owe a lot to those
who went there first, cut down trees,
started farming, laid out roads, built

ohioana: of ohio and ohioans

little school houses and churches, started
their local governments, collected money
for colleges, and did all the other things
which we came along and took ‘for
granted. Towns got libraries going, of-
ten driven into it by Andrew Carnegie’s
“advanced ideas.”

Nowadays we put on airs by. calling
ourselves and our system “modern.” We
aren’t modern at all, we are just on our
way. We are still pioneers, doing some
jobs well, some jobs poorly. We are
bouncing along, zigging and zagging,
cussing ourselves because we aren’t going
faster, belaboring ourselves over what’s
still wrong, more aware than ever before
of the things that are wrong, or the
things undone. - Well, OK, OK, but
those are the thoughts that our pioneer
forebears though't, in Ohio or anywhere
else, and perhaps we do deserve to rank
along with them. Perhaps we DO.

On Prefixes

Here lie the bones of Henry Hanks;
His goodly life was free of sin.

Disgruntlement he never knew,
For gruntled he had never been.

A loyal man, he held his job
For fifty years, it should be noted;

Demotion he had never known,
_Since never once had he been moted.

His spirit, now at last released,
Must drift unhappily because
Exuberant ’twill never be,
Since uberant he never was.
—JoE NEWMAN

Joe (Joseph S.) Newman of the editorial department of The Cleveland Press was born
in New London, Huron County. He is the author of three books of collected verse POEMS
FOR PENGUINS, IT COULD BE VERSE and PERISHABLE POEMS.

[
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HOW THE NEWSPAPERS
HELPED BRING ON OUR
REVOLUTION

[

®)
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PRELUDE TO INDEPENDENCE

THE NEWSPAPER WAR ON BRITAIN 1764-1776

by Arthur M. Schlesinger. Knopf, 1957. Pp. 318. Illus. $6.00.

The author is a native of Xenia, Greene County, who taught history for many years at
The Ohio State University, and is now retired from the faculty of Harvard University.

RTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, who
was born in Xenia, Ohio, seventy
years ago (on February 27, 1888), is
retired now; but for many years he has
been widely admired as one of our most
distinguished historians. As a professor
of history he has taught at Ohio State,
the University of Iowa and Harvard. He
is the author of many books on various
aspects of American history. His newest,
“Prelude To Independence: The News-
paper War On Britain 1764-1776,” was
published last January.

This is a good book, as was only to
be expected. It is based on exhaustive
research and scrupulous scholarship. It is
buttressed with formidable documenta-
tion. It is crammed with facts, which, so
far as I know, have never been assembled
before in so thorough a manner. But
“Prelude To Independence” is an aca-
demic work written by a learned profes-
sor for other learned professors and their
students. Mr. Schlesinger writes much

better than many of his dry-as-dust col-
leagues; but he has made no effort to
interest a popular audience. His point
of view is technical, his focus of attention
sharply restricted. He assumes a back-
ground of historical information pos-
sessed by very few indeed.

Nevertheless, this able book is an im-
portant contribution to the history of this
country. Its purpose is “‘to assess the role
of the newspaper in undermining loyalty
to the mother country and creating a de-
mand for separation.” This means that
Mr. Schlesinger has described not only
the role of the colonial weekly news-
papers, but also all the other methods

Reviewed by

ORVILLE PRESCOTT a native of Cleve-
land and nationally known as the daily
book critic of The New York Times.
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which were used to manipulate public
opinion. These included public meet-
ings, committees which circulated letters
throughout all “thirteen colonies, parades
and demonstrations, riots and planned
lawlessness of ‘many kinds. The patriots,
says Mr. Schlesinger, exhibited extra-
ordinary skill in “playing upon the emo-
tions of the ignorant as well as the
minds of the educated.”

But the most important propaganda
method open to the patriots’ use was
the press. The little, four-page papers
set by hand and printed on hand presses
printed news favorable to the patriots’
cause and eloquent exhortations by such
fiery writers as James Otis, Sam Adams
and John Dickinson. Partisan, preju-
diced and vehement, the patriotic papers
aroused their readers with exaggerations,
distortions and downright lies. They were
passed from hand to hand and read
widely. Anything particularly striking in
one paper was usually picked up and
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printed in the rest—there were never as
many as thirty papers.

Opposition to the Stamp Act, the
Townshend Acts and the Intolerable
Acts led to abuse of Tories and finally
to demands for outright independence.
And in the heat of controversy slogans
were coined and ideas expressed which
are still valid today.

Dickinson in his celebrated ‘‘Letters
of a Farmer in Pennsylvania to the In-
habitants of the British Colonies” wrote:
“We cannot be HAPPY, without being
FREE—that we cannot be free, without
being secure in our property—that we
cannot be secure in our property, 7f, with-
out our consent, others may, as by right,
take it away.”’

And Benjamin Mecom made the fol-
lowing the slogan of his Connecticut
Gazette: ““Those who would give up
Essential Liberty, to purchase a little
Temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty
nor Safety.”

Poet sans toca)

~ Long have the seven hills of Rome wooed poets,

Long have they charmed the loving chronicler;
(The loving and the willing.) Proof is graphic.
The odes, epistles, sonnets now incur

A proper awe, but I, midwestern poet,

Would praise the hills that pleat Ohio land.
The verdant guards above beloved valleys
Are hills that I have known and understand.
Muse, wait until I fetch my ball-point quill
And meet me on yon buckeye-dotted hill!

—BETTY JANE BALCH

Betty Jane Balch (Mrs. Terrence Scherrer) of Coshocton and Columbus has contributed a
goodly number of poems to The Saturday Evening Post, The Saturday Review and other
magazines. She writes both light and serious verse.

Why Folk Hero Stories

- FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

By

JAMES CLOYD BOWMAN

An intimate revelation of the rewards and
satisfactions a scholar gets from writing for
young people.

HAVE wondered over and over again
a thousand times about the kinds of
stories we should tell our boys and girls.

Generation after generation, they come
bursting into life with no knowledge of
the bitterness and frustration of their
elders. They're like the shining morn-
ing sun and the opening spring flowers.
Our schools attempt to condition these
voungsters for society. Nearly always
this means, conditioning them for the
world of fear and hate and despair. The
wonder to me is that more effort is not
being made to condition them for a
better world.

From this point of view, I have chosen
to tell stories of stout-hearted men, who
have dreamed great dreams and have
led their generation in doing great deeds.
When they were met head-on by a

worsening crisis, they met it promptly,
and led their people on to victory. Fear
and hatred and frustration never entered
their world.

My hope has been to bring alive in
the minds and hearts of boys and gitls
a few of these stout-hearted men so viv-
idly that they become life companions,
comrades to whisper words of hope
and cheer as the long trail winds on and
on and to the very end of their journey,
and without fear.

To me these have not turned out
empty wishes. Six months ago, I was
undergoing a series of tests at the Lahey
Clinic. One of the younger doctors looked
down and asked, “What business have
you engaged in?” Trying to forget my
pain, I answered, “Oh, nothing much,
I'm a mere egghead, a college professor.”
The doctor took another look, but said
nothing. I forced a crooked smile and
added, “But I did have a fascinating

James Cloyd Bowman, a native of Leipsic, Putnam County, is the author and editor
of scholarly books used in many colleges. Dearer to his heart, it seems, are his
books for young people, about onur Folk Heroes: THE ADVENTURES OF PAUL
BUNYAN, PECOS BILL, JOHN HENRY, and, most recently, MIKE FINK
(Little, Brown, 1957.) Before long his story about Johnny Appleseed should be in

print.



12

hobby. I've written a number of stories
for boys and gitls.” The doctor took an-
other look, “What stories?” “Paul Bun-
yan was one—"" The doctor’s eyes lighted
up in surprise, and a grin covered his
face: “You don’t mean it! Why, I can’t
believe it!” "I agree that I'm a pretty
dumb-looking frog to jump so far!”
His grin lasted for a long minute: “Why,
I was raised on your story! I still laugh
every time I thing of Paul.”

This is not an isolated incident. With
variations, this same sort of thing has
recurred, and at the most unexpected
places. I may add that during the half
hour that followed, the doctor was so
cheerful and talkative that I almost for-
got his painful probing.

In the mail yesterday I had an in-
quiry from a grandmother: “Years ago,
my son Harry used to lie on the floor
while he read over and over the story
of Paul Bunyan, and laughed and
laughed. Are you the Mr. Bowman who
wrote this story? If so, can you tell me
where I can buy a copy for my daughter’s
son Bob? The book store can’t order it.”

Experiences like these have been my
greatest reward from my junior stories.

My reason for choosing Folk Heroes
is that they possess a majesty and mystery
and humanity that fascinate every one—
old and young—excepting the stolid and
unimaginative. Besides, the folk tales
and legends so closely associated with
these great personages make a far deeper
and more lasting impression on the minds
and hearts of youth than cold matter-of-
fact details.

The author faces a hard problem in
getting at the facts surrounding any Folk
Character. Had I not inherited from my
father the great love of meeting men and
talking with them, I, perhaps, would
never have undertaken such a task. It has
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been my good fortune in life to make
friends with many men from many walks
of life. One thing most of my college
friends could never fathom was why.I'd
go out fishing or hunting with men of
all sorts. I have read many thousand
books, but I have gleaned more wisdom
and information from men than from
books.

In my Paul Bunyan story, I was fortun-
ate to have a goodly company of friends
who walked arm in arm with Paul,
chuckling. I found it most enjoyable to
share their chuckling, and to add to it
if and when I could. A number of these
friends were fellow Rotarians. One of
these was Roscoe Young, a railroad en-
gineer, who built the first road leading
into the great north woods. He was a
great story teller, and from his lips I
learned what had happened on one par-
ticular evening that he had spent in a
lumberjack bunk-shanty. I have retold
these stories in my chapter, Bunk-shanty
Bunk, which is to me a #rue story of the
origin of the Paul Bunyan tales, but
how distinctly different from a matter-
of-fact story, and how much more enter-
taining.

In writing my John Henry story, I
made friends with a number of different
kinds of Negroes. Every one I inter-
viewed carried close to his heart the
greatest colored boy, John Henry. One of
these Negroes had been a steel driver
himself. From his lips I took down and
put in my story the hammer song John
Henry was chanting when he died with
his hammer in his hand. I soon learned
that the death of this folk hero had more
influence on the conduct of -the American
Negroes than any other event outside
the Emancipation Proclamation. The
Tuskegee Department of Fine Arts made
the pictures, and Hull, the minstrel who
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had led Barnum’s Negro Band, wrote the
scores at the beginning of my chapters.

Personally, my Johnny Appleseed story
lies closest my heart. This doesn’t mean
that my other heroes are not my close
companions, too. An author must live
intimately with his characters; and to
know them, he must love them.

My father, when a lad of nine, walked
into Ohio barefoot at the side of his
father’s covered wagon, all the way from
Eastern Pennsylvania, to become one of
the earliest settlers in Putnam County.
This happened the year that Johnny
Appleseed died. I was raised largely on
Johnny’s Northern Spies and Rambo
apples. My home was within four miles
of the Blanchard River, along which
Johnny had journeyed back and forth
for twenty years preceding his death.

When I began writing Folk Hero
stories, I decided to write Johnny’s story,
and began hit and miss research at off
times. My big time came seven years ago
when I made a trip into Indiana to speak
at the annual meeting of the Junior Li-
brarians. I wrote ahead to ask if there
was any person I might contact who was
interested in Johnny.

At Indianapolis, my contacts brought
little return. After speaking and auto-
graphing books, I flew on to Fort Wayne.
As I was signing the register at the
hotel, the clerk handed me a letter from
the most outstanding authority on
Johnny. It read: “I'm waiting here in
the lobby. Page me. 6:40 p.m. Robert C.
Harris.”

Because of our mutual companion,
Johnny, we were close friends at the first
hand-clasp. I invited Mr. Harris up to
my room. We talked until midnight. At
leaving, he asked if he might show me
around after I had spoken the next
morning.
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He was in the audience, but, if I
was any judge, my speech was next thing
to a failure. The librarians were excited
over their election of officers which fol-
lowed as soon as my speech ended; and
my mind was partly on my day with Mr.
Harris.

He drove me out to the site where
Johnny had passed his last hours. And
while we stood on the exact spot, he
described the circumstances. While listen-
ing carefully, I allowed my eyes to wan-
der about across the low rolling rich
farming land.

Later, I uncovered my head at Johnny’s
grave, and bowed to read the inscription,
“He lived for others.” Mr. Harris de-
scribed with much detail the plan under
way to make the surrounding park into
a National Shrine. Two or three million
dollars have now been spent.

After lunch, Mr. Harris took me to see
a close friend, the librarian at the Lincoln
Library. In introducing me, Mr. Harris
said that we had come to talk about
Johnny. We discussed Johnny’s selfless
life, and his traits of character and his
motives. Mostly I asked questions and
posed my own personal opinions to see
if they would stand up under scrutiny.
Some of them met rather rough handling.

When we were ready to leave, Mr.
Harris asked if I might see three trea-
sured pieces of information relating to
Lincoln’s father. These were original
charge accounts and bills of purchase
and sale at different stores. One would
infer from these, that Lincoln’s father
was a substantial person.

At the Public Library, Mr. Harris
asked to have a film run for me. I
listened intently and took notes from the
speeches that had been made at the
National Celebration for Johnny.

It was now nearing the time for my
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plane. At the car, Mr. Harris gave me
a bundle of papers containing the results
of his long loving search for the facts
about Johnny. I later found that he had
given me his complete file, including also
stories from early newspapers and maga-
zines. Later he published this same
material in his “Johnny Appleseed Source
Book.” And as if this wasn't enough, he
handed me a gavel made from the wood
of an apple tree, known to have been
planted by Johnny.

I would, indeed, have been astonished
at this high honor, had it not been for
my good sense to understand that Mr.
Hatris was not honoring me. While he
did not say so, I knew his hope was
that I might someday use the information
to honor Johnny. In this spirit I accepted
his gift. I felt deeply the confidence he
had placed in me.

Three different times since, I have
made a start to write my story; but each
time untoward circumstances halted me.
And by the time I thought I was ready
to continue, I found that what I had
written no longer made sense, even to me.

A year ago, it occurred to me, if I
was to make Johnny’s life come alive in
my imagination, that I would have to
begin with Johnny’s boyhood. Otherwise
my story would lack motivation. The
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extra research involved has proved most
pleasant. I was living here in a suburb
of Boston with all the needed material
near at hand. The librarians were willing
to help me. My mother was descended
from one of the Old Plymouth Colony
Planters. My wife had been reared in
Cambridge, and came from Old Puritan
stock. With all of this family tradition
as a background, I was soon able to
assimilate Johnny’s early environment. I
based his boyhood days on solid research.

Two weeks ago I finished writing my
story. The manuscript is now in the hands
of my literary agent. After living for so
many years with Johnny, he’ll continue
to companion me to the end of my
journey. We'll invite Paul Bunyan to
keep us chuckling. And if and when we
should decide to be the first to travel to
the moon, we’ll also invite Pecos Bill
and Widowmaker. In this jocund com-
pany I should have little to fear.

In place of a foot-note, I prefer to
say that this is the first time I have laid
bare my secret heart in public print.
Judged by the Puritan ideals of my
mother and wife, this sort of thing is
bordering on the unseemly. My hope,
however, is that my readers will not infer
that my motives have been merely to
show off.

Fifty-one orchestras were known to be in operation in Ohio when a count was
taken last summer, including the community and college orchestras.

t

The Ohioana Library is proud to be
listed as a sponsor of the second annual
series of Book and Author Luncheons
in Cleveland under the leadership of The
Cleveland Press. The luncheons are held
monthly, February through May.

In memory of Grove Patterson, famous
Toledo editor and author, and member of
the Honorary Council of this library, a
fund is being raised to purchase books in
the field of mass communication for the
library of the new Methodist theological
school being established in Ohio.

®

A patron who visits this library to
work on her hobby of Ohio place names
brought the staff a home-made chocolate
layer cake to be eaten at the coffee and
tea breaks. [Ed. Note: People who fol-
low good examples are called blessed.}

E3 £ %

A work of research that fully deserves
the adjective “monumental” has been

‘.. . enter inta our
gates with thanksgiving.”

OHIOANA
LIBRARY NOTES
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turned over to the Toledo Public Library
by Mrs. Marion S. Revett, the Ohioana
Chairman for Lucas County. It lists the
booking date in Toledo for every lecture,
play, circus, concert, minstrel show and
variety bill in the 19th century. Every
play is listed by title, with place of per-
formance and name of every member in
the cast. Fourteen thousand separate
names are listed and the index alone
fills 236 pages. Her delightful book A
MINSTREL TOWN, about show busi-
ness in Toledo, is another of the fruits
of her research.
® %

The 1957 choice for a Christmas gift
by Alfred A. Knopf was THIRTY
HOUSMAN LETTERS TO WITTER
BYNNER, edited by Tom Burns Haber.
Dr. Haber has for many years been a
member of the faculty at Ohio State and
a Trustee of the Ohioana Library. The
edition is limited to 700 copies, none for
sale, and like all Knopf books is a joy
to the lover of fine printing.




OHIO STATE BALLADS/History through Folksongs|Anne Grimes, with
- Dulcimer| Edited by Kenneth S. Goldstein| Folkways Records and Service
- Corporation. NYC/ USA/ No. F H 5217. 85.95. With a 16-page brochure giving’

“texts of ballads and background material.

OHIO

Reviewed by

WILLIAM T. UTTER Professor of History at Denison University, Granville,
the descendant of generations of Obioans, who has written extensively in the

field of Obio history.

ERE IS A COLLECTION of twenty
folk-songs which will appeal to
every Ohioan, whether his interest is in
music, historical tradition, or folk-poetry.
In an introduction to the excellent ac-
companying brochure one reads that
Anne Grimes has devoted “considerable
time and energy” to the task of preserv-
ing Ohio’s musical tradition. This is an
understatement, for the energy is that
of a well-trained and exceptionally in-
telligent musician and much of the time
—thousands of hours of it—was spent
in pursuit of Ohioans who were carrying
unrecorded ballads around in their heads.
The success of her enthusiastic sleuthing
has been phenomenal, in fact almost un-
believable. The task of selecting a score
of songs from a collection numbering in
the hundreds must have been difficult
indeed, for how does one proceed to
winnow when there is so much wheat?
One cannot really be objective in eval-

uating a collection of folk-songs such as
this. The musically inclined may notice
how the “gap-scaled” melodies are sung
by Mrs. Grimes with almost intuitive
ease; how the dulcimer becomes a versa-
tile accompanying instrument if it is
resonant and well-played. The folk-lorist
will appreciate the authoritative notes
which she has written for her songs.
Those whose special enthusiasm is for
the history of Ohio’s earliest years will

be thrilled to have on one record The

Batile of Point Pleasant, Logan's Lament,
and St. Clair’s Defeat. Those seeking ad-
ditional reasons for being proud of Ohio
will be glad for the identification of O/d
Dan Tucker and Up on the Housetops
with our tradition. But best of all is the
thought that by means of this record, and
others which we hope may be in prospect,
the musical tradition of our region may
be implanted in the fertile minds of
school children.

Orchestras in Ohio, especially the major ones, have not been slow to present
opera programs as part of their offerings. In the 1956-57 season, the American
Symphony Orchestra League reports, among the Ohio orchestras so doing were
those in Springfield, Cleveland, Cincinnati and Toledo. In the current season more

are expected to follow suit.
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STATE BALLADS

ANNE LAYLIN GRIMES (Mrs. James W.
Grimes) was born in Columbus where she
now lives. She is the mother of five children,
the president of the Obhio Folklore Society.
and the owner of the outstanding collection
of dulcimers in this country. Her second al-
bum of folkmusic, MIDWEST FOLKSONGS,
will be released this spring by Riverside
Recording Corp.
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FIRST NOVEL BY CINCINNATIAN
CALLED "SUPERB PERFORMANCE"

THE OLD MAN
AND THE SKY

by Robert Portune.
Putnam, 1958.
Pp. 316. $3.95.
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Charlie has concluded that there has been
no design or pattern in his own life, and
no purpose in the lives of others. His
faltering and palsied mind then assures
him that man is in error in supposing
himself created in the image of God;
man must be more accurately described
as an experiment of the Almighty that
turned into utter failure.

From this point the old man moves to
the idea that God’s experiment with the
men of Mars has turned out much better,
and that flying saucers will soon bring
them to earth to correct the wretched
condition of earth men. He seats himself
in his front yard to await them.

The story of OId Charlie’s strange
vigil is quickly carried into far places.
Big city newspapers carry accounts of
the old man who awaits liberation by
saucer men. A great national picture
magazine expands the yarn.

Huge crowds begin to gather in West
Madison, as tension builds, all quite
naturally, to an almost unbearable peak.
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The crowd becomes a potential mob and,
when the saucer finally appears (the
work of three juvenile delinquents), it
becomes a real mob. The town is sacked.

The foregoing becomes something of
a backdrop for a story that is as individ-
ual as are the moods of its author. The
people of this little town emerge clearly
—their faults and frailties—in some cascs
their venality—in others their nobility.

Mr. Portune also employs this means
as a device for a thoroughly intelligent
criticism of modern society—so thorough,
indeed, that for a time the reader is
willing to concede that Old Charlie is
right: Man is a failure.

But Mr. Portune then quite deftly
turns to another, and more positive con-
clusion: Man, in a hospitable environ-
ment, may behave both bravely and nobly,
even in defeat.

This work is a superb first perform-
ance by an author you are likely to hear
more about in the future.

Mr. Porture was born in Cincinnati and educated there and at Heidelberg College,_O/aig
State University and in England. He teaches mathematics ar Hughes High School, Cincinnati,
and at the University of Cincinnati Evening College. His book is the first 10 be published under

Putnam’s Talent Search Program.

OBERT PORTUNE, Cincinnati

high school teacher, is our latest
Ohio novelist. I must assure you, after
reading his first published work, that he
is a very effective one.

The title of Mr. Portune’s unusual
story is THE OLD MAN AND THE
SKY. It is the story of a small Ohio
town — West Madison — that has been
placed in a position of unwonted prom-

inence by the strange behavior of one of
its oldest citizens.

As we meet him, Old Charlie Ellis is
engaged in a period of reflection; he has
been thinking of the great evil that may
be found in the hearts of men. But the
vaults of his ancient memory are dark;
they yield only minute bits and faded
images out of the past.

With this incomplete evidence Old

REVIEWED BY

EMERSON PRICE who was born in Dublin, Franklin County. and is the Book
Editor of The Cleveland Press.
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“CASS-WORDS”

By Cass Cullis
Editor, The Bryan (Ohio) Times

Television is the most wonderful invention of the age, and in
summer it is especially fascinating, for no matter how poor the
program of the moment may be, one can be sure that another will
be along, even worse.

ES sk B3 ES S

There is a great difference between the old fashioned saloon and
present-day drinking places—from 20 to 80 cents a drink, to be
exact.

& £ sk %

What this country needs is a $72,000,000,000 government that

comes in the large, economy size, at $36,000,000,000.
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March Wind (water color.) The Cleveland
Museum of Art, J. H. Wade Collection.

CHARLES BURCHFIELD

OHIO’S GREAT PAINTER

_HIS RETURN TO “THE CHANGING MOODS AND ASPECTS OF NATURE”

by HENRY S. FRANCIS
Curator of Paintings and Prints
The Cleveland Museum of Art

HIO claims rightly as one of her

most eminent native sons, Charles
Burchfield, who was born at Ashtabula
Harbor and grew up in and about Salem,
Columbiana County. Though he has long
lived south of Buffalo, New York, at
Gardenville, he has always had in the
very individual aspects of his work a
spirit which derived its character and in-
spiration from the environs of his native

heath. Yet despite the characteristics of
this inherent locale, Burchfield is not a
regionalist.

It is hard to describe the qualities
which define his very unique creative
sense. First and foremost they come from
within himself, yet contain persistent
elements reflecting the rural countryside
in which he spent his youth. Always re-
tiring and sensitive, he lived a great part
of those years in the world of his own
imagination, fed by the moods and peo-
pled with the imagery with which he en-
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dowed the haunts he frequented. The
local lore impressed him deeply, the
physical aspects of familiar places were
cloaked in the variation of changing sea-
sons. His sparsely peopled landscapes are
full of indigenous detail and replete with
topical observation used in enhanced
and heightened ways to achieve a roman-
tic sense of what he was interested in
portraying.

In 1956 the Whitney Museum of
American Art, New York, honored
Burchfield with a retrospective exhibition,
which was shown in seven museums from
coast to coast. In that showing the wealth
of his output revealed the scope of his
imaginative gift and for all time recorded
the art of one of America’s, and certainly
Ohio’s, most poetic and gifted painters.

The primary quality of his genius is
the understanding of forms in nature in
their many aspects, benign or malignant.
As a draughtsman he is sure in inven-
tion, remarkably personal, endowing all
thought and moods with translations of
nature which promote a telling response
from all beholders. And in the extent of
his imaginative world there are stature
and breadth to his composition, no mat-
ter how small or unimportant the subject.

After graduating from the Cleveland
School of Art, he returned to work in
Salem and painted in his spare time, and
weekends. Aspects of natural phenomena,
the cold winds of autumn and winter,
the simmering heat of summer, the
silence of snow, were turned into sym-
bols. Sonic presences were changed into
personified visual shorthand, the sounds
of katydids and crickets, owls, all the
variegation which sprang from his deeply
creative imagination. In the years from
1916 to 1920 came some of these live-
liest creations, one of the outstanding be-
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ing Church Bells Ringing, Rainy Winter
Night (illustrated). His rich color sense
with contrasts of blacks and whites pro-
vides the swirling lines with added sen-
sation. To paraphrase Burchfield’s own
words, this large watercolor was an at-
tempt to portray childhood emotions, a
rainy winter night with church bells
ringing, the terrifying sound reaching out
and saturating the rainy sky, the roofs
dripping with rain, and the only com-
forting note the Christmas tree and can-
dle within doors. The sound of wind
creates the monster, vivid and jangling,
the houses like disturbed creatures full of
grimace and awe.

Church Bells Ringing, Rainy Winter Night
(water color.) The Cleveland Museum of
Art, in memory of Henry G. Keller.
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Ten years later, when he had moved to
Gardenville, industrial contacts led to his
large watercolor subjects of lake and
shipping scenes, lonely dour streets of
the city, weird and ominous landscapes
like the March Wind, (illustrated). The
parallel with the early imaginative pic-
tures is apparent even though the clearer
realism of actuality is uppermost.
Throughout these, the telling mood dom-
inates each scene whether it be the re-
cording of the weather—a thunderdap,
or noonday heat in a small town street,
with drowsy horses and resting men, or
a November Evening, in which he “at-
tempted to express the coming of winter
over the Middle West as it must have
felt to the pioneers,—great black clouds
sweep out of the West at twilight as if to
overwhelm not only the pitiful human
attempt at a town, but also the earth it-

self.” Even in the most impersonal ren-
derings of industrial plants, steel bridges,
railroad yards, the sombre essence of the
inevitable and the overpowering exudes
in romantic overtones with gripping
effect. These works are larger in scale,
and broad in realistic power.

Suddenly in 1943 he stopped this
realistic style. He returned to the sub-
jects closest to his heart, and those of
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his early works,—the changing moods
and aspects of nature.” This last phase
grew out of experimentation with an un-
finished early watercolor which he en-
larged and reworked in the calligraphic
style of his youth. Thus commenced a
whole series of romantic returns. In
some instances he followed the early
landscapes, wild or quiet spots, haunted
houses; in others, he used a sensitive
visual microscope upon the details of
nature,—the butterfly and flowers, the
dragonfly hovering over pond lilies in
a secluded cove. As he progressed he
began creating symbols of his light forms,
tree forms, wind forms, sound forms,
until among his latest, specifically, an-
other March Wind of 1951, the painting
in sharp blacks and whites, is “a late
winter blizzard,—the idea of wind,” re-
duced to its simplest most economical
terms. This last result is virtually abstract
in treatment, a design as firm and direct
as possible.

This gives Burchfield the fullest range
of poetic expression, and brings to ful-
fillment the early promise of imaginative
stature.

FREE FOR THE ASKING

James Thurber, who as everyone knows is a native of Columbus,
telephoned the Ohioana Library recently from New York, asking that
a copy of his speech of acceptance upon receiving the Ohioana Sesqui-
centennial Medal in 1953 be sent to a friend in Washington. The
Library will be glad to send a copy to anyone requesting it.

FOR OUR READERS TO ANSWER
Q

Will L. Thompson, the noted Ohio songwriter, is the subject of a
biography which the Ohioana Chairman for Columbia County has been
working on for some time. The chairman, Mrs. Charles E. Goodman,
1642 Penn Avenue, East Liverpool, will be grateful for help or co-opera-
tion offered by those who have letters or information concerning him.

Q

Charles O’'Neill, no Ohioan alas, but author of WILD TRAIN
(Random House, 1956) which is all about the Andrews Raiders who
were 100 percent Ohioans, or almost, has made up a list of some
thirty “Caboose Notes” or questions as yet unanswered concerning that
most celebrated of Civil War episodes. Sample: J. J. Andrews, leader
of the raiders, is said to have visited a pre-war Ross County singing
master called Newt Bookwalter (or Buchwalder). Who can shed light on
their meeting? And who would like some more of his questions?

Q

It has long been assumed, Ernest Wessen of Mansfield informs us,
that Oran Follett was the senior partner of the firm of Follett, Foster and
Company, the concern that published distinguished books at Columbus
in the early 1860s. The assumption is now being seriously questioned
because Oran Follett's papers show no evidence of the fact. A member
of his immediate family was named Foster Follett. Who was he, and was
he the Follett of the publishing house?

Q

Where was George Randolph Chester born? The creator of Get-
Rich-Quick Wallingford, Blackie Daw and their illuminating associates
gave his birthplace as simply “Ohio” in WHO’S WHO. Can any of our
readers do better than that?
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$1.95.

BOOM
AND

INFLATION
AHEAD

ILLARD M. KIPLINGER is a

devoted native son of Ohio and a
distinguished graduate of The Ohio State
University (A.B., 1912; LL.D., 1937).
As a business analyst and forecaster, his
batting average over the past 35 years
ranks him at the top of the league. He
has not missed in his major predictions
about depression, boom, or inflation.

We turn, therefore, with particularly
attentive ear to what he has to say about
the next 25 years as seen through his
crystallomancy.

The report and forecast are not dis-
couraging. We are on the beachhead of
the greatest boom in our history—"no
exceptions” — and it will last longer.
There will be new products of all kinds,
and more of them. There will be more

A LOOK AT THE FUTURE
BY A SUCCESSFUL FORECASTER

BOOM AND INFLATION AHEAD: AND WHAT YOU CAN DO
ABOUT IT, by W. M. Kiplinger and Staff. Simon & Schuster, 1958. Pp. 96. *

Williard M. Kiplinger, a native of Bellefontaine, Logan County, cele-
brates this year the thirty-fifth anniversary of his celebrated Kiplinger Wash-
ington Letter. In 1955 he was awarded the Ohioana Career Medal.
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people with more education, more pro-
ductivity, more income, and more leisure;
they will live in expanding suburbs, drive
more cars (possibly three to a family),
live in ultra-gadgeted houses, shop by
TV, and prolong life and happiness with
the aid of new drugs and medicines that
will end cancer, heart disease, and hyper-
tension.

Likewise, alas, prices will climb by 1
or 2% each year, rising 50% in the next
25 years. Pensions, insurance, anything
in fixed-dollar amounts will inevitably
decline in value.

You do not have to be a business ex-
pert to understand the nature and serious-
ness of the problems which these condi-
tions impose on different age groups. A
major purpose of this book, and much of
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its 96 pages, is to help you to manage
your affairs wisely and to prepare pru-
dently for the years ahead.

You will need to study Boom and In-
flation Ahead in the light of your own
situation and personal problems.- Here,
in the swift, summary style of the fam-
ous Letters, are practical hints and advice

on the various choices among invest- " |

ments, stocks, bonds, real estate, and in-
surance; on jobs, careers, and retire-
ment; and on population trends, and the
value of college training. And there is a
special section for women dealing with

OHIO POETRY

Ohio’s Official Poetry Day staff an-
nounces some of the awards to be given
at the annual poetry banquet in Colum-
bus, on October 18, 1958. Manuscripts
must be typed, double-spaced, on one
side of 814 x 11 paper, unsigned. The
auhor’s name to be in sealed envelope
enclosed, with title of poem on outside
of this envelope. The winners hold all
rights to their entries. The following
are the sponsors to date:

Mr. and Mrs. Russell E. Werts of
Akron: $100 for a narrative or drama in

verse, thymed or unrhymed, with a mini-
mum of 1000 lines, and maximum of
2000 lines. This must be inspirational,
and must deal with the emotional im-
pacts of today, and of the responsibilities
of this New Age that now challenge
man. An entry fee of $1 (to help in
expense of having this contest judged)
to be enclosed in the envelope which
carries author’s name. In the event the
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their role in the management of estates.

Kiplinger calls this study a “road map
into the future, and it’s your future.” Ac-
cording to’his view, it is going to be an
extraordinarily exciting future, and,
under his guidance it should be exhilarat-
ing to plan for it and to live in it.

Reviewed by

HARLAN HATCHER who was born in
Ironton, Lawrence County. After a distin-
guished career in letters, teaching, and
administration at The Obhbio State Uni-
versity he was chosen President of the
University of Michigan in 1951.

DAY CONTEST

judges do not find a manuscript of suffici-
ent merit, the award will be carried
over to the following year, 1959, and
the award doubled to $200. No more
than two manuscripts from each poet.
Closing date May 31, 1958. Send entries
to Ohio Poetry Day Narrative Contest,
c/o Tessa Sweazy Webb, 251 West 8th
Ave., Columbus 1.

Mrs. Myers Y. Cooper, Cincinnati:
450 for a Sonnet Sequence of not less
than six sonnets, $30 for first place, and
820 for second place. Closing date Au-
gust 1. Send entries to Dr. Tom B.
Haber, 220 Canyon Drive, Columbus 14.

The Martha Kinney Cooper Ohioana
Library: $10 for a sonnet to be written
since Poetry Day, 1957. Closing date
August 1. Send entries to Mrs. Beth
Murray Shorb, 836 Northwest Blvd.,
Columbus 12. '




NEWS AND NOTES

TO HELP college students and faculty
writers to complete book-length manu-
scripts, fiction or non-fiction, an unlimited
number of $3,000 fellowships are being
sponsored jointly by G. P. Putnam’s Sons,
Bantam Books and the editors of New
Campus Writing, an anthology originat-
ing at Antioch College. In addition, Put-
nam’s is offering “'scouting fees” for
manuscripts accepted for publication.

®

ERNEST WESSEN, the rare book
dealer of Mansfield, points out that
James Caird in his PRAIRIE FARM-
ING IN AMERICA (1859) said of
Ohio that it is “pre-eminent in the pro-
duction of whiskey and education.”

ES

A BOOK that really merits the term
unique is WILLIE MAE, to be published
this spring by Knopf. It is non-fiction;
everything in it is true; it is told in the
first person, and yet the teller is not
the author.

The author is Elizabeth Kytle (Mrs.
Calvin Kytle) of Columbus who moved
to that city from Atlanta in 1950. The
teller of the story is a colored woman in
Atlanta who talks about her life and

hard times in Georgia. Mrs. Kytle will
share any profit from the sale of the
book with the person she was writing

about.

JEANETTE EATON, who was born
in Columbus and now lives in Spring
Valley, New York has found Mark
Twain the most difficult of all the per-
sons whose biographies she has written.
Her life of him is her 1958 fall book
and will be the 17th biography she has
written for adolescents. The book is
not yet titled.

Miss Eaton comments that when Twain
became a success he became “'a problem
to himself, his family and his biogra-
pher.”

THE 100-VOICE Wittenberg College
Choir under the direction of Professor
L. David Miller has recorded a number
of selections on a 12-inch long-playing
record. Two Christmas numbers are in-
cluded as well as Professor Miller’'s own
composition ‘A Candle in the Window
of Heaven.” The records are on sale
at the Wittenberg College bookstore.
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THE LIBRARY of Congress has ap-
proved a grant for copying all the tape
recordings of ballads and folk music,
mainly from Ohio, which Anne Grimes
of Columbus has collected. Mrs. Grimes
has taped several thousand ballads and
has one of the outstanding regional collec-
tions of this kind in the country. Readers
who know songs passed down by word of
mouth in their family are asked to get
in touch with her, care of this magazine.

%

A NEW BOOK by Orville Prescott,
daily book critic of The New York
Times, will be issued next month by
Pocket Books. It is MID-CENTURY:
AN ANTHOLOGY OF DISTIN-
GUISHED CONTEMPORARY
SHORT STORIES, a selection of twenty
stories published over the last twelve
years. Mr. Prescott also has a book for
young readers on Random House’s
schedule for next year. To be issued as
a volume in the Legacy Series of books
about great myths and legends, it is
a retelling of the Robin Hood story.
Mr. Prescott’s previous books are IN
MY OPINION: AN INQUIRY INTO
THE CONTEMPORARY NOVEL and
THE FIVE-DOLLAR GOLD PIECE:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A POINT
O VIENY.

BERTHA C. ANDERSON’S next
book THOSE BAFFLING BLUE JAYS
will be off the press at Abelard-Schuman,
Ltd., on April 4. The illustrations are
by Goeffrey Whittam, an English artist.
Miss Anderson, who lives in Piqua, was
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the winner of the 1954 Ohioana Award
for the best juvenile book by an Ohioan.

WAYNE MILTON WEBER of Avon
Lake, Cleveland, whose first book MY
WAR WITH THE U. S. ARMY (Pag-
eant, 1957) appeared last November, has
a second book in the making. It will
deal humorously with his profession, in
which he has his own firm, that of in-
terior decorating. His first book tells of
his war service as a reluctant recruit
with no taste for regimentation.

*

VELMA GRIFFIN of Dellroy, Carroll
County, has a new book scheduled to:
appear the end of March called MYST-
ERY MANSION, for boys and girls
aged nine to twelve. It is being published
by the Westminster Press, publishers of
her two previous books, FAIR PRIZE
and CIRCUS DAZE. Mrs. Griffin is the
Ohioana Chairman for Carroll County.

ES

FANNY HURST'S forthcoming auto-
biography ANATOMY OF ME
(Dounbleday—early Fall) “dwells affec-
tionately upon my birthplace and state,””
she writes to us. Miss Hurst was born in
Hamilton, Butler County.




Ohio State Establishes
A UNIVERSITY PRESS

HE OHIO STATE joined the list

of major universities with university
presses when the first title, THE FISHES
OF OHIO by Milton B. Trautman, ap-
peared in November with the new im-
print. (The colophon of the Press is
shown above and a review of the book
appears below.)

The publication program of the new
organization, like other university presses,
will stress books of scholarly interest but
with broad general appeal as well. While

& FISHES OF OHIO

the Press will not be devoted to regional
publishing, many of its publications will
naturally be of special interest to Ohioans.
Part of the Press’ program will be co-
operative, that is, publishing certain books
with the Ohio State Historical Society.
The first such volume is THE ADENA
PEOPLE—NO. 2 by Webb and Baby, a
study of this important prehistoric peo-
ple of the Ohio Valley. Soon to be re-
leased also under the cooperative imprint
is a definitive biography of one of Ohio’s
first legislators, Thomas Worthington.

The Press is under the direction and
control of an editorial board, selected
from the University Faculty, appointed
by the President and consisting of Pro-
fessors Glenn Blaydes, Ralph L. Dewey,
George Havens, Joseph Spretnak, Dud-
ley Williams, and Dean Everett Walters
of the Graduate School, chairman.

THE FISHES OF OHIO, with illustrated keys, by Milton B. Trautman. THE
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY PRESS 772 collaboration with the Ohbio Division of Wild-
life and The Ohio State University Development Fund, 1957. Pp. 683. Illus. $6.50.

The author and illustrator, a native of Colum-
bus, is Curator of Vertebrate Collections, The
Obio State University, stationed at the Obhio
Museum, Columbus.

THE FISHES OF OHIO is a dis-
tinguished addition to the texts on the
various segments of the Ohio flora and
fauna, and a very handsome book. Each
of the 160 species of Ohio. fishes is
treated and illustrated with a pen and
ink drawing and an outline map show-
ing its distribution. Twenty-one Ohio
fishes are also illustrated in color.

28

Historians' will be interested- in a
chapter on the changes in environmental
conditions in Ohio from 1750 to the
present. For his contributions to science,
Dr. Trautman received an honorary D.Sc.
from Wooster College in 1951. His book
will be indispensable alike to the scien-
tist and the “one-gallus” fisherman.

Reviewed by

EDWARD S. THOMAS who was born in
Woodsfield, Monroe County, and since 1931
has been Curator of Natural History at tb
Obio State Museum.
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THE LATEST BOOKS
Part I: by Ohio Authors

Published either (1) in late 1957 and not listed in OHIO AUTHORS AND COMPOS-
ERS—1957 or (2) in early 1958, or (3) announced for early publication. Exclusive of
books on Ohio subjects listed in Part II: THE OHIO SCENE, which is omitted from this issue
for lack of space.

ANDERSON, BERTHA..........coiiiti ittt Miami Co.
BAFFLING BLUEJAYS. Abelard. Illustrated by Geoffrey Whittam. Announced for April.
AUMAN, RUSSELL  Fo...o.oitiiiiiiiiiiiiiitietei ettt ettt et Clark Co.

THE WAY OF THE WITNESSES. Board of Parish Education of the United Lutheran Church
in America. A Bible-study text. Dr. Auman is a professor at Hamma Divinity School. -
BAKER, WILMA SINCLAIR LE VAN.......occootmtinirenieniteieeteeeiee et Jefferson Co..

THE SILK PICTURES OF THOMAS STEVENS. Exposition-Banner. A biography of the
Coventry weaver and his contribution to the art of weaving, with an illustrated catalogue
of his work. A valuable guide for collectors. The author is a native of Steubenville.
Pub. late 1957.

BEYLER, CECELIA MAE.......ccoooiiiiiiieeeceeteeeee ettt Wayne Co.

AMERICA CALLS FROM CASTLE WALLS. Metropolitan Pr., Portland, Oregon. A record
of more than half a century in the teaching profession in seven states {rom Ohio to the
West. Pub. late 1957.

BLANK, SHELDON HAAS.......c.oooi ittt ettt Hamilton Co.

PROPHETIC FAITH IN ISAIAH. Harper. By the professor of Bible, Hebrew Union College

BRACKETT, LEIGH (Pseud.)

See HAMILTON, MRS. EDMOND.

BRANDON, EDGAR EWING (Comp. & Ed.) oot e Butler Co.

LAFAYETTE, GUEST OF THE NATION. v.3. WINTER IN- WASHINGTON AND
EXCURSIONS. Oxford Hist. Pr. Contemporary accounts of the “Triumphal Tour” of
General Lafayette through the United States in 1824-1825 as reported by local newspapers.
Pub. late 1957, posthumously.

BROOKS, KEITH........ccoctrtiiiiitiieiiit ettt ettt sttt s Franklin Co.
See DIETRICH, JOHN E.
BURNETT, WILLIAM RILEY ..ottt Clark Co.

BITTER GROUND. Knopf. How the arrival of a gun fighter and his gang in a small
western town changes the lives of the inhabitants.
BURROWS, MILLAR........cocetitiiieieteete ettt eae sttt a e Hamilton Co.
MORE LIGHT ON THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS. Viking. Dr. Burrows's new book describes
further discoveries in eleven caves yielding scrolls and manuscripts. Announced for May.
CADY, JOHN Fuoooiiiiiiieieiecee e b Athens Co.
HISTORY OF MODERN BURMA. Cornell Univ. Pr. By a member of the faculty of Ohio
University. To be published in the Spring.
CARRIGHAR, SALLY ..ottt ettt Cuyahoga Co.
ALASKANS CALL IT LIVING. Knopf. Alaska today by one who has lived there for
many years and is the author of ICEBOUND SUMMER.
CATTON, BRUCE  (Ed.) oottt sttt Cuyahoga Co.
BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG. Houghton. Written by Frank A. Haskell, an actual combatant.
Announced for April.
COULTER, JOHN WESLEY......ccocootmttiintnieieiiiieinieieeieeteteieicae st seebes e Hamilton Co.
THE PACIFIC DEPENDENCIES OF THE UNITED STATES. Macmillan. Dr. Coulter is
a member of the University of Cincinnati faculty. His thirteen years in the Pacific Islands
enable him to give intimate glimpses of native life and behavior, and existing conditions
and problems. Pub. late 1957.
CUSHMAN, ROBERT E......coootmtuiiieieiiiieiiiteiciisitee s Summit Co.
THERAPEIA: PLATO’S CONCEPTION OF PHILOSOPHY. Univ. of North Carolina Pr.
Announced for May.
DIETRICH, JOHN E. & BROOKS, KEITH.........cccccooooiiiiiiiiccc Franklin Co.
PRACTICAL SPEAKING FOR THE TECHNICAL MAN. Prentice. A good “how-to-do-it”
book by two professors of Speech at The Ohio State University.
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DUDYCHA, GEORGE JOHN......cocirtiiieiicieiieeeeece ettt ettt Clark Co.
LEARN MORE WITH LESS EFFORT. Harper. Primarily for college students, this is both
a student’s aid to understanding his attitudes toward learning and analyzing his motivation
and a study of the learning process. Dr. Dudycha is professor of Psychology at Wittenberg
College.
EPSTEIN, BERYL (& Epstein, Samuel)...........cccccooiiiiniiinniniinicreesieseeneens Franklin Co.
JACKKNIFE FOR A PENNY. Coward. A young patriot in the War for Independence plays
an important part in the spy network for General Washington, Ages 9-13.
FRANKL, EDINA H...oooiii ettt et st Hamilton Co.
THE MAGIC CARPET OF DECEMBER. Pri. Pub. A cantoria that may be used as a
Christmas story with or without music. (Pam.)
MADONNA OR MARY. Pri. Pub. An adult cantoria delineating the life of Mary through
art, history and music. (Pam.)
FRINGS, KETTL......cooiiiiiiiteieteteetcte ettt ettt ettt et es et ne s eaeenean Franklin Co.
LOOK HOMEWARD ANGEL. Scribner. Dramatization of Thomas Wolfe’s novel of the
same name. Announced for March 21st.
GIBBY, ROBERT GWYN (and Hutt, Max L.)......cccoocoiiniiniininiiiiiieeinen, Harrison Co.
PATTERNS OF ABNORMAL BEHAVIOR. Allyn. A college textbook that presents findings
in those areas of human behavior that differ from the norm. Pub. late 1957.
GIBSON, KATHERINE...........cootiitieieieieieeeee ettt e e et ee e s nn s saens Cuyahoga Co.
TALL BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES. Harper. Retold for children and illustrated by Ted
Chaido. Ages 6-12. Pub. late 1957.
GRAY, ALMA L. .ttt sttt Summit Co.
HOW TO MAKE CONTAINERS AND ACCESSORIES FOR FLOWER ARRANGERS.
Hearthside Pr. Profusely illustrated and full of practical information. Pub. late 1957.
HAMILTON, MRS. EDMOND.......cocoiiiiiitiiieeeesreee et Trumbull Co.
(Under pseudonym of LEIGH BRACKETT)
AN EYE FOR AN EYE. Doubleday. In this Crime Club selection a wife is kidnapped while
her husband waits at the office for her to drive him home. Pub. late 1957.

HEDDEN, MARGARET K......coooooiiiiiiieitee e Putnam & Wood Cos.
See MALLAS, JR., ARIS.
HERTZ, KARL, KANTONEN, T. A. and Others.........ccecooeiveinniieicieeeee Clark Co.

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. 3 vols. United Lutheran Church of America. Dr.
Kantonen is professor of Theology at Wittenberg College. Dr. Hertz is associate professor
of Sociology at Wittenberg College. Pub. late 1957.
HOFFMANN, PEGGY ..ottt ettt st s Delaware Co.
SEW FAR! SEW GOOD! Dutton. An advanced sewing guide to creative styling for the
teen-age and young adult seamstress, giving basic information as well as steps in the
actual construction of a garment. Ages 13-18. Announced for April.

KANTONEN, TAITO ALMAR.......ccooiiiiiiiiiiii e Clark Co.
See HERTZ, KARL.
KIPLINGER, WILLARD MONROE (and staff).............ccooimniniiiininnne, Logan Co.

KIPLINGER LOOKS TO THE FUTURE: BOOM AND INFLATION AHEAD AND
WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT IT. Simon & Schuster. Economic predictions for the
next twenty-five years. Reviewed in this issue.

KRONENBERGER, LOUIS (Ed.) ..ot Hamilton Co.

THE SELECTED LETTERS OF LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU. Farrar. To be
published in the Spring.

KUHN, CHARLES L. ..ottt Hamilten Co.

GERMAN EXPRESSIONISM AND ABSTRACT ART. Harzvard Unir. Pr. A comprehensive
survey, extensively illustrated, (based on the Harvard collection) of the main currents
of German art in the first half of this century, with an introductory essay by Jacob
Rosenberg. Pub. late 1957.

KYTLE, ELIZABETH.........cocoiiiiitititiiietieiceeetet ettt s Franklin Co.

WILLIE MAE. Knopf. A semi-fictionalized account of a wise and witty Negro servant from
Georgia; her philosophy as seen through the eyes of the woman who hired her. An-
nounced for Spring.

LOCKE, CHARLES O....cocoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiei ettt ettt Seneca Co.

THE HELL BENT KID. Norton. The Southwest of the '80’s is the setting for this character
story of a sensitive young man trapped by one fateful act into many acts of violence.
Pub. late 1957.
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LOCKE, WALTER..........ccoteteetieteeteeteeeeeteeteeeteerae e e ereeateetseesaeesee e eeeeesseeseessenns Montgomery Co.
THIS WORLD, MY HOME. The Antioch Pr. An autobiography that is also a social and
spiritual hxstory of America. The author was editor of the Dayton Daily News for twenty-
five years. Pub. late 1957.
LOW, ALFRED Dottt Washington Co.
LENIN ON THE NATIONALITY QUESTION. Bookmanrn Assoc. The first attempt to
analyze Lenin’s writings from 1894 to 1917 on the question of nationalities. Dr. Low is
now a member of the faculty at Youngstown University.
LUND, GORDON Ci.....cocorveriiiireirieiinenenistsseecees e sssssssesesesssssessesesssens Clark & Richland Cos.
THY KINGDOM COME. Board of Parish Education of the United Lutheran- Chusch in
America. Congregational Evangelism by the pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church in Mansfield.
LYDENBERG, HARRY MILLER.........cccccooovrrrreereeeeeeenevenene. Montgomery & Franklin Cos.
CROSSING THE LINE. New York Public Library. Tales of the ceremonies performed at
sea when crossing the equator, spanning four centuries. The author was for many years
the Librarian of the New York Public Library and now lives in Westerville.
LYON, BRYCE Di....cooootiiiiiiiieeeecesietete ettt et ese s ss e s s e venas Sandusky Co.
FROM FIEF TO INDENTURE. Harvard Univ. Pr. The transition from Feudal to Non-
Feudal Contract in Western Europe. A welcome addition to mediaeval history for scholars
and students. Pub. late 1957.

MCCAIN, REA ... oottt Warren & Wood Cos.
See MALLAS, JR., ARIS.
MCcCARTNEY, CLARENCE E.......cccoooomiiiiiiiiininieiiitieeete et Logan Co.

WHAT JESUS REALLY TAUGHT. Abingdon. Announced for Spring. Posthumous.
MALLAS, JR., ARIS; McCAIN, REA & HEDDEN, MARGARET
Putnam, Warren & Wood Cos.
FORTY YEARS IN POLITICS: THE STORY OF BEN PELHAM. Wayne State Univ. Ps.
Biography of a Detroit Negro politician who started the first Detroit Negro newspaper
and became a leader in Wayne County government. Pub. late 1957.
MARECHAL, GREER JR......ccooiiiiiiieicieieieeeietcee ettt ies e Montgomery Co.
MAGIC FOR THE MILLIONS. Yoseloff. A guide to the secrets of the magician’s art which
will enable you to perform many tricks. The book is illustrated by the author and Joseph
R. Wardlow. Pub. late 1957.
MARYANNA, SISTER.......ccoiiiiiiteiiiiieeisiee sttt ettt sttt ae e Fraoklin Co.
MY LITTLE BOOK OF THANKS. Bruce. Prayers of thanks for children to use, beautifully
illustrated by June Roberts. Sister Maryanna is Chairman of the Department of English of
the College of St. Mary of the Springs. Pub. late 1957.
MATHEWS, STANLEY G. (Ed.)....ccccccooeiniiiiiiiiiciicieie Hamilton & Montgomery Cos.
QUEEN OF THE UNIVERSE. Grail Publications. An anthology on the Assumption and
Queenship of Mary. Pub. late 1957.

MULAC, MARGARET E......ccoooviiiiiiiiieieeeeeieeeec e tiveriesaremesasietas Cuyahoga Co.
FAMILY FUN AND ACTIVITIES. Harper. Illustrated by Julianne. Announced for May.
O’CONNOR, MARY ....ootioiiieeietieietst ettt etese sttt ettt eb et eeereasens Cuyahoga Co.

THY WEDDED HUSBAND. Houghton. A young housewife’s search for love and faith.
Announced for April.
NESS, ELIOT (and Fraley, OSCAr)........cccccceiieiiiiiiintiieieee et Cuyahoga Co.
THE UNTOUCHABLES. Messner. The campaign to put Al Capone and as many of his
henchmen as possible behind bars, by a federal agent and former safety director of
Cleveland. Pub. late 1957.
PATCHEN, KENNETH............coooiiiitiieit oottt sttt eeae e ss e Trumbull Co.
HURRAH FOR ANYTHING. Jonathan Williams. Poems of sense and nonsense, with
drawings by the poet. Pub. late 1957.
PECKHAM, HOWARD H.........ccoovvvvvnnnne S PO T Portage Co.
WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE. Univ. of Chicago Pr. A military history. Chicago History of
American Civilization Series.
PORTUNE, ROBERT ..........ocoiiiieietiieieeeeetee sttt ettt st Hamilton Co.
THE OLD MAN AND THE SKY. Putnam. A fantasy, both delightful and philosophical,
by a new Ohio novelist. Reviewed in this issue.

PRESCOTT, ORVILLE (Ed.)....cccomiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiectiicniccei et Cuyahoga Co.

MID-CENTURY: An Anthology of Distinguished Modem American Short Stories. Macmillan.
Selections include stories by John P. Marquand, Flannery O'Connor, Peter de Vries and
James A. Michener. Announced for April.




32 ohioana: of ohio and ohioans

SCHIERLOH, SAMUEL.........ccoooiiiriiiriniiiieieieiiiieseieeesenieseaercseste et se et aeesesesenens Hamilton Co
DOWN THE BRIGHT SEA. Pri. Pub. A collection of poems dedicated to the memory of
Clark B. Firestone. Pub. late 1957.
SCHLESINGER, ARTHUR M......ccocooiiiiiiiiinteeeieiite ettt sne e Greene Co.
PRELUDE TO INDEPENDENCE: THE NEWSPAPER WAR ON BRITAIN 1764-1776.
Knopf. The author deals with a little-known aspect of the American Revolution: the sole
of journalistic propaganda in fomenting the movement for Independence. Reviewed in this
issue.
SCHULKE, ZELDA WWYATT ......ccoiiiitiieiet ettt ettt et ena s e Cuyahoga Co.
A TREASURY OF CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS. Hearthside Pr. A practical book with
step-by-step guidance and how-to-do-it illustrations for decorating your home. Pub. late
1957 ;
SEALTS, MERTON M., Jluiiiiiiiiiiiieeitieetieie ettt ettt Allen Co.
MELVILLE AS LECTURER. Harvard Univ. Pr. Based primarily on ffty-four newspaper
reports of Melville’s lecture engagements, these lectures reveal much of his state of mind
during the latter half of his career. Pub. late 1957.
SHAFER, ROBERT ]
ECONOMIC SOCIETI N THE SPANISH WORLD (1763-1821) Syracuse Univ. Pr. Dr.
Shafer is a faculty member of Syracuse University.
SHARKEY, DON (& Debergh, Joseph)
OUR LADY OF BEAURAING. Hanover House. .
SPIRO, MELFORD E......coooiitiiiiiieieiiieieeeieiee st ettt e et Cuyahoga Co.
CHILDREN OF THE KIBBUTZ. Harvard Uﬂm Pr. What Israeli Kibbutz life means to the
second generation. Announced for May.
SURTZ, EDWARD......ccectitititiiiiiienieitteteeie ettt Cuyahoga Co.
THE PRAISE OF PLEASURE: PHILOSOPHY, EDUCATION AND COMMUNISM IN
MORE'S UTOPIA. Harvard Univ. Pr. A study that enriches the meaning of More’s puzzling
and enigmatic work and nges a clearer view of the times in which it was written. Pub.
late 1957.
SURTZ, EDWARD L.....cooiiiiiiiiiiinieiieiitetee ettt ...Cuyahoga Co.
THE PRAISE OF WISDOM: A COMMENTARY ON THE RELIGIOUS AND MORAL
PROBLEMS AND BACKGROUNDS OF ST. THOMAS MORE'S UTOPIA. Loyola Univ.
Pr. A study of réligion and morals in Utopia and their importance to the contemporary
scene on the eve of the Protestant Reformation. Pub. late 1957.
TATE, JANE BEVERLIN
ONE LONG SUMMER. Bookman Assoc. A collection of poems on all phases of life which
reveal the poet’s philosophy. The author is a native of Lima. Pub. late 1957.
WEBER, WAYINE M.....ciitiiiieiitiieiinieiieteetee ettt ettt ettt eneee s Crawford Co.
MY WAR WITH THE U. S. ARMY. Pageant. Humorous reminiscences of the author’s ups
and downs in his army life. Pub. late 1957.
WHITE, GEORGE A.....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiticncceeeceet e Sandusky & Cuyahoga Cos.
TAKE US NORTH, MATILDA. Exposition. A family’s summer travels in a school bus
from Ohio to Canada and around the Gaspé Peninsula. Pub. late 1957.
WILLIAMS, BERYL (& Epstein, Samuel).........cc.cccooiininiiiiiniienccceee, Franklin Co.
THE ROCKET PIONEERS; With an introduction by Dr. Wernher Von Braun. Messner.
Fascinating pictures of the men who invented space rockets. Announced for April.
WILSON, KARL Fuooiiiiiiiiiiteee ettt Licking Co.
THE PLAIN AND FANCY MOTHER GOOSE. Abelard. Seven of the most famous Mother
Goose rhymes expanded into stories with a 17th century background of kings, queens and
castles. Pub. late 1957.
WOODALL, WILLIAM Lu.....oiiiiiietiiiiiieiiiieieeiccici ettt ettt sve e Trumbull Co.
100 DEVOTIONS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. Association Pr. Story meditations about growing
in faith. Pub. late 1957.
YADKIN, YANCY (PSEUA.).....ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce e Ross Co.
“MURDERSOME MOLLY.” The Ohio Valley Folktale Research Project. The Ross County
Historical Society. An account of the trial, conviction and execution of an elephant
accused of murder. (Pam.)
ZALK, R. LOUIS......ooiiiaiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiee et ittt Franklin Co.
HOW TO BE A SUCCESSFUL WIDOW:. Fleet. Practical solutions to problems of widow-
hood, with an introduction by Mrs. Dale Carnegie. Pub. late 1957.

Montgomery Co.
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